
Dear All 
  
I don’t know how many of you followed the US coverage of the assault on capitol hill. I have 
been following this and I learnt something g new during the course of the news coverage. 
  
A number of people were asking for the formation of a TRUTH COMMISSION in America, much 
like what’s there in South Africa. I dug into it a little because it was a new concept for me. Here is 
what I learnt: 
  

1. The truth commission also known as truth and justice commission is an official body 
tasked with discovering and revealing past wrongdoing by a government. 

2. This hopes to resolve the conflict left over from the past. 
3. Truth commissions are set up in a country during periods of internal unrest, civil war or 

dictatorship. 
4. The commission invariably  is called to redefine truth, recognition, justice etc. 
5. A truth commission looks at the past and is never concerned about the present day to 

day work and goings on. 
6. A truth commission is supposed to talk with impacted citizens before it comes back with 

the report. 
7. There are more than 40 countries that have truth commissions in place right now. 
8. the south Africa truth commission was set up by Mandela to cleanse the apartheid 

issues. It was called the Kleenex trial and involved whites who harassed blacks coming 
face to face in court. 

9. Most people believe that a truth commission hasn’t really worked as a concept. 
10. The best success of a truth commission is Canada which instituted one for 

discrimination against indigenous people. This was so successful that Australia and New 
Zealand decided to adopt a similar commission. 

  
I am not sure of how a truth commission works if a country has a good legal and regulatory 
framework and a free media. I think the challenge is around the interpretation of the truth. 
Some people accept the truth as a higher order value, many people see truth as a convenient 
vehicle to use based on the ideology of the moment. 
  
Feedback welcome 
  
Wr 
shiv 
 


